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Newark Now Holds Inaugural

Commencement for Fathers

NEWARK: The imauguril
eraduation ceremony  of the
Fathers Mow Mewark
Comprehensive  Center  for
Fathers may well have been
one of the more unusial
commencement exercises held
here in Essex County College's
Smiih Hall Feb, 28,

An estimated lecture  hall
audience  of  some 230
cuthusustically halbed the 38
men  in gray gowns  and
meorarkpard ciaps whoe marched
1o the first twe rows of sels o
the strains of Sir Edward

Elgar’s “Pomp and
Circumstance.”
The 38 listened  and

occasionally rose from  ther
seats over the mext two hours o
appland and cheer Fathors Mow
Director LaVar Young, keviore
speaker Councilman and Essex
County - Fregholder  Donald
Payne, Jr, and five other
speakers addressed them and
their relatives. The group was
particularly  amimated  when
four of their class - Kewvin
Robinson, Rudolph Lipsev.
Alfred Elliott and Kevin Hobby
- spoke afier taking  their
awards

The applawse, cheers and
picture taking from among the
gallery members reached a
crescende when Fathers Mow
Lead [nstructor Abdul

Muhammad stared presenfing
e 38 diplomas. Young and
Robinson said that they  seill
could hear the ringing and the
responses four davs later,
“We've been gelling calls all

day Trom people who want 1o
sign up,” said Fobinson from
an ECC classroom March 3.
“We've completed a [ifith cliss

and a sixih one s o siarn
spom.”

“The calls Trom  relatives
and those who want 1o sign up
has been constant,”  added
Young from Mewark Mow’s 80
Simith 56 beadguarters. “What
we wanicd io do was saluic the
first four classes by combining
them for their first graduation.™

The combinged inaugaral
class, gaing by the progmun, is
of 68 men

Both Young and Robinson
said that the Fathers Now
program is a six-weck cowrse
for fathers in rasition. These
men - younger and older - may
be coming away Trom a job o
home loss, or have been
released from incarceration or
want io take on  more
responsibrilities  for their
clildren.

The classes, held m ECC
and #9 James 3., offers
Lo ing pare nLing,
muhematics, reading and otler
life skills, There is also legal
assisiance, cmploymeni

searching, mentonng,
inlcrvicw preparation,
individual  counseling  and

suppan grouwps aviailable,

“It's been a pleasurable
cxpencnce,”  said Imtake
Assessment and Case manger
John Leslic before the
graduation. "o see bow far
these men luve come ™

“T understand hat 44 of vou
huve been emploved, seven are
going oul for their GED and

another four are continuing
their cducation,” said guesl
speaker kol Asante. Executive
Director  of the Mational
Comprehensive  Center  for
Fathers, of Philndelphia.
“That's great - but 1 wanl 1o
keep excelling; funler vour
education, have a pgood job.
start your own basiness. [ wanl
you w0 come back and inspire
the brothers who arc coming up
in future classes”

The Fathers MNow progmm
models itsell after Asanle’s
proftolype. Asanbe stared  his
MCCF 1o counter the lack of a
fathenng presence in the lives
of many African American and
Hispanic children. He lad
flashed a “Fathethood by am
Means Mecessarv”  i-shin io
close his remarks,

Fayvne recalled that  his
father = Congressman Donald
Pavne, 5r., - raised him and his
sisters since (heir mother died
carly in their lives

“I salute yvou because '
siill learming to be a fher
every dav,” said Pavoe. “I've
four mare cvents o go 1o foday
= but [ made a point of making
and having breakfasi with my
children. [ was lae because
their mother wanied mec o
clean the Moor before 1 lef.”

Young, Muhammad and
most of the speakers also
spread  credit to 200 other
idivicheals and  organizations
fer their  support, They
included  America  Works,
Mewark Works, Min's
Warehouse and the Nicholson
amd Viciona foundations:

Men's Warehouse lad beei
nsking for  sccond-hand
business suits in their recent
commercials. Robinson, as
sivke coordinator. gathers the
suits from Men's Warnchouse
and other owilets and tailors
them  for  interview-bound
colleagues,

“Hobinson staried with the
first six=week class” joked
Mulbimmad, “and lhas stayed
fior six months.”

Young has nol announced
when the next graduation for the
next sel of classes will be set.
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